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On the morning of December 2, gunfire was 
reported at the Inland regional center in San 

bernardino, california. The events of the follow-
ing five hours resulted in 16 deaths, including the 
two suspected shooters, and 21 wounded, including 
two police officers. The FbI has confirmed it will be 
investigating the events in San bernardino as an act 
of terrorism, making this the 75th Islamist-inspired 
terrorist attack or plot in the U.S. since 9/11.1

While a motive has not been confirmed amidst 
the ongoing investigation, there are reports con-
necting the suspected shooters with confirmed ter-
rorists in the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS).2 
This will be the 12th domestic terror attack or plot 
in 2015—adding to the greatest number of attacks or 
plots in a single year over the past 14 years.

Timeline of Events
After leaving a morning holiday party at his place 

of employment, Syed rizwan Farook, with his wife 
Tashfeen malik, returned between 10 to 30 minutes 
later. After shooting up to 75 rounds at Farook’s co-
workers, the suspects fled the scene of the attack. 
Police, unable to immediately identify the attackers, 
began looking for three suspected shooters reported 
to have escaped in a black SUV. Hours after the inci-
dent began, police located the black SUV and then 

engaged in a roadside shootout with the suspects 
that ended with the deaths of Farook and malik.

Information released in later reports reveals that 
police found in possession of the couple the follow-
ing items: tactical gear, .233-caliber rifles, hand-
guns, and 1,600 rounds of ammunition at their time 
of capture; as well as an additional 3,000 rounds of 
ammo and 12 pipe bombs at their place of residence.

Self-radicalization or Outside Influence?
The first suspect, 28-year-old Syed rizwan 

Farook, was a U.S. citizen. He married Tashfeen 
malik, 27, after meeting on an online dating site and 
during a pilgrimage to Saudi Arabia in 2013. malik 
had reportedly been living there after moving from 
Pakistan in the late 2000s.

According to family and personal witnesses, 
Farook was a “normal guy”—“living the American 
Dream.”3 According to the FbI, however, the shoot-
ers did make contact with known suspected terror-
ists, and malik may have also pledged allegiance to 
ISIS leader Abu bakr al-baghdadi.4 malik may also 
be a leading source for radicalizing Farook—as it is 
reported she began posting radicalized statements 
online as early as 2007.

Conclusion
Prior to the events in San bernardino, there have 

been 74 Islamist-inspired terror attacks and plots in 
the U.S. since 9/11. This is the 64th terrorist attack 
or plot that has been perpetrated by self-radicalized 
U.S. citizens.

President barack Obama and Attorney General 
Loretta Lynch, in separate speeches over the past 
week, have reminded citizens that assaults like these 
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are carried out by radicalized terrorists and not reflec-
tive of the teachings and beliefs of most muslims.

In his address from the Oval Office the Sunday fol-
lowing the San bernadino attack, President Obama 
noted that “it is clear that the two of them had gone 
down the dark path of radicalization, embracing a 
perverted interpretation of Islam that calls for war 
against America and the West.”5

The attack comes at a difficult time, as countries 
across the globe question their ability to accept 
mostly muslim refugees displaced by ongoing con-
flict in Syria, the regime of President bashar al-
Assad, and the terror of ISIS.

Congress should:

 ■ Develop a comprehensive counterterrorism 
strategy. Since the inspirational source of domes-
tic radicalization and terrorism often lies overseas, 
battling violent Islamist extremism abroad should 
be addressed in concert with the challenges pre-
sented by the terrorism at home. congress should 
ensure that the Administration has a compre-
hensive strategy for addressing violent Islamist 
extremism both at home and abroad.

 ■ Emphasize community outreach. Federal 
grant funds should be used to create robust com-
munity outreach capabilities directed towards 
higher-risk areas. Such capabilities are key to 
building trust in local communities. If the United 
States is to be successful in thwarting lone-wolf 
terrorist attacks, it should seriously consider 
community outreach operations.

 ■ Maintain comprehensive information shar-
ing. The Visa Waiver Program has been under 
attack following the recent terrorist attacks in 
the Western world. The program is essential for 
sharing information between 38 countries and 
the U.S. on potential terrorists, and stopping 
those who seek to travel to the U.S. with the intent 
of causing mayhem or radicalizing young Ameri-
cans. congress should avoid legislation that may 
suspend or negatively affect the program. con-
gress should also work with all nations in collabo-
rating other counterterrorism efforts.

The U.S. needs to simultaneously continue its 
battle against terrorist organizations abroad, while 
at the same time keeping those are who are easily 
impressionable within the U.S. from becoming rad-
icalized. The two issues cannot be addressed sepa-
rately. The Western world will remain strong in the 
face of these radical terrorists, but it should also 
have leadership that will show resolve in fighting any 
future threats to our national security.

—Riley Walters is a Research Assistant in the 
Douglas and Sarah Allison Center for Foreign and 
National Security Policy, of the Kathryn and Shelby 
Cullom Davis Institute for National Security and 
Foreign Policy, at The Heritage Foundation.
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