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American Perspectives on Welfare and Poverty

Source: Online survey using a national representative sample of 879 U.S. voters conducted November 13, 2015 with a margin of error of ±3.3%.
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What Is “Poor”?

Strongly disagree Somewhat agree Strongly agreeSomewhat disagree

73%
agree

A family in the U.S. that has a decent, uncrowded house or apartment to live in, ample food to eat, access to medical 
care, a car, cable television, air conditioning and a computer at home should not be considered poor.

39% 34%9% 18%

Strong Support for Work Requirements

Strongly disagree Somewhat agree Strongly agreeSomewhat disagree

89%
agree

Able-bodied adults who receive cash, food, housing and medical assistance should be required to work or prepare for 
work as a condition of receiving those government benefits.

31% 58%5% 6%

Welfare Should Be Tied to Work
Americans are a generous people who want to help their neighbors. But they also expect their neighbors to do what 
they can to help themselves. The vast majority of Americans (89%) agree that able-bodied adults who receive 
welfare assistance from the government should be required to work or prepare for work in exchange for receiving 
benefits. Most government welfare programs do not include a work requirement, however.

Living Conditions a Crucial Part of Understanding Poverty
The U.S. Census Bureau reports that 14.5% of Americans lived in poverty in 2014. However, the poverty measure 
tells very little about the actual living conditions of the poor. Government data shows that the average poor family in 
the U.S. has adequate housing, enough to eat, access to medical care, owns a car, and even has cable television, air 
conditioning, and a computer—conditions 73% of Americans think should not be considered poor.


