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canadian Prime Minister (PM) Justin Trudeau 
will visit President Obama on March 10 for a 

state dinner. This will be the first state visit by a 
canadian prime minister to the U.S. in 19 years. 
as such, it is an important opportunity for both 
leaders to further deepen the strong relationship 
between canada and the U.S. The two nations have 
collaborated on many issues in the past and should 
increase their efforts to improve economic growth 
and increase security. While each nation faces its 
own domestic challenges, the visit is an opportu-
nity to facilitate cooperation in dealing with prob-
lems that have important implications on both 
sides of the border: trade and travel, energy secu-
rity, and terrorism.

Trade, Travel, and Security
The U.S. and canada have the largest trading 

relationship in the world, with $760 billion in goods 
and services being traded in 2014. Multiple free 
trade agreements with canada, most notably the 
North american Free Trade agreement (NaFTa), 
have enabled trade between the U.S. and canada to 
more than triple since 1989.1 citizens of either coun-
try do not need a visa or travel authorization to visit 
the other country.

More recently, the U.S. has established preclear-
ance facilities at eight canadian airports as well as 
a ferry between Vancouver Island and Washing-
ton state, where customs and immigration inspec-
tions occur prior to arrival in the U.S., thus making 
travel easier.2 canadian and U.S. travelers can also 
join the NEXUS program that allows pre-screened 
travelers to receive expedited customs and immi-
gration screening at airports as well as other ben-
efits.3 Under the Beyond the Border initiative, the 
U.S. and canada are piloting the sharing of entry 
and exit information, so that entry into one country 
can be used as a record of exiting the other coun-
try.4 The Beyond the Border initiative also worked 
to increase the number of shipments that could 
receive expedited customs clearance.5

Toward an Open-Market Energy Policy
americans benefit greatly from having a neigh-

bor to the north that has an abundance of natural 
resources. Nearly 40 percent of imported oil and 
18 percent of uranium used in U.S. nuclear power 
plants comes from canada.6 hydroelectric plants 
supply affordable, reliable electricity to custom-
ers in New England, New York, and the Midwest.7 
In total, 93 percent of canadian energy exports go 
to the U.S. The Obama administration strained the 
american–canadian energy trade relationship by 
rejecting Transcanada’s permit application to build 
the Keystone XL pipeline. The project had the capac-
ity to carry up to 830,000 barrels of crude oil per day 
to refineries in the Gulf coast.

The U.S. government’s current role is for the State 
Department to make a national interest determina-
tion on pipelines crossing the U.S.–canadian border. 
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Even that, however, is too expansive. The only role 
the federal government should have in the process is 
to determine if the pipeline poses any national secu-
rity threat. While the State Department concluded 
that the project was environmentally safe, the gov-
ernment controlled the outcome rather than allow-
ing a private-sector decision whether Transcanada 
built the pipeline. 

The Keystone XL decision represents a larger 
threat to energy free enterprise: climate change 
regulations and subsidies. PM Trudeau supports 
policies to reduce carbon dioxide, including carbon 
pricing. In February, canada, the U.S., and Mexico 
signed a clean-energy pact that emphasizes govern-
ment spending on politically preferred “clean” tech-
nologies. The U.S. is already well down this path, 
implementing global warming regulations on new 
and existing power plants and hydraulic fractur-
ing, among other sources of emissions. Further, the 
administration has spent tens of billions of dollars 
through an array of subsidy programs available for 
carbon-free sources of energy.

america and canada have abundant supplies of 
coal, oil, and natural gas.8 restricting their avail-
ability will drive prices higher for families and 
businesses in North america and have little or no 
effect on warming.

Stopping and Defeating Terrorism
With the world’s longest land border and com-

mon Western values, the U.S. and canada should 
work together in their efforts to combat terror-
ism. In the past several years, both countries have 
been attacked by Islamist terrorists and both have 
had significant numbers of individuals leave to join 
ISIS or other terrorists groups in the Middle East.9 
as such there are many ways in which the U.S. and 
canada should be working together to defeat ter-
rorism. Indeed, in the 2010 Joint Border Threat and 
risk assessment, U.S. and canadian border officials 
emphasized the fact that “terrorism in one country 
is a national security threat to the other.”10

at home, this means maintaining and strength-
ening information sharing on potential threats. 
canada and the U.S., together with the U.K., austra-
lia, and New Zealand, have a tight-knit intelligence 
relationship known as the “Five Eyes.” according to 
personal communication with officials from these 
countries, the Five Eyes have recently begun meet-
ing to discuss immigration and border-security 
issues. as mentioned earlier, information sharing is 
also occurring through the Beyond the Border pro-
gram to prevent terrorist travel together with other 
efforts to prepare and train for cross-border emer-
gencies and attacks.

abroad, the U.S. and canada’s work to defeat 
terrorism has taken a recent step backward as 
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canada stopped its bombing of ISIS targets.11 To 
make up for this, however, canada has committed 
additional training and supporting forces to assist 
Iraqi, Kurdish, Lebanese, and Jordanian partners. 
PM Trudeau has also pledged extra much needed 
humanitarian aid.12

Advancing U.S. and Canadian Security 
and Prosperity

During the visit, President Obama and PM 
Trudeau should discuss ways to advance U.S. and 
canadian economic and security interests. Specifi-
cally, they should seek to:

 n Make travel and trade between our countries 
faster, simpler, and more secure. This would 
include looking to further expand entry and exit 
information sharing, expanding preclearance 
and trusted traveler and trader programs, and 
using bodies like the regulatory cooperation 
council to further minimize regulatory barriers 
to trade.

 n Allow the energy market to flourish. rather 
than add costly, ineffective regulations to nat-
ural resource development, PM Trudeau and 
President Obama should commit to expanding 
resource development, reducing energy subsidies, 
and continuing to build on the robust energy free 
trade relationship that benefits americans and 
canadians alike.

 n Prevent terrorism at home. PM Trudeau 
and President Obama should look for ways to 
expand U.S. and canadian intelligence coopera-
tion. additionally, they should consider how both 
nations can work to prevent fighters from joining 
ISIS and how they can work to assist each other in 
vetting refugees from Syria.

 n Defeat terrorism abroad. While PM Trudeau 
is unlikely to reverse his course on the bombing 
missions, the U.S. should continue to work with 
canada to the extent possible to help defeat ISIS 
and other terrorist groups.

Separate Countries, Common Interests
The U.S. and canada would both benefit from pay-

ing closer attention to their common interests and 
working to deepen their already strong relationship. 
To do so, the U.S. and canada should further facilitate 
trade and travel, advance energy policies that support 
both countries’ economies, and increase intelligence 
and military cooperation to defeat terrorism at home 
and abroad. Doing so will make americans and cana-
dians safer and allow all to prosper.
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