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India has been boosting its military relations and presence in the Asia–Pacific as a part of 
its “Look East” policy. Historically, India has had close trade links with East Asia since 
very ancient times going back to the eighth century. At that time the Chola Kings 
established maritime linkages between India and Southeast Asia. This maritime element 
becomes even more relevant today as an assertive China flexes its muscles and embarks 
upon rapid naval modernization. 
 
Due to our shared interests and common threats, India has already gradually integrated 
itself into the Asian strategic landscape by forging closer links with the regional 
powers—who in turn are increasingly looking to India for trade, diplomacy, and to play 
the role of a key regional balancer.   
 
Almost all countries in this region (e.g., Japan, Taiwan, the Philippines, and Vietnam) 
have territorial issues with China in the East China Sea and the South China Sea, and 
China has even imposed an ADIZ (Air Defense Identification Zone),  leading to a lot of 
tension in this area. China is also treating the South China Sea as its backwaters. 
 
India-Specific. As far as India is concerned, we have unsettled northern borders, where 
China is getting more and more aggressive and the frequency of their intrusions are 
becoming alarming. Besides this, Chinese warships show greater presence in the Indian 
Ocean under the guise of anti-piracy operations. Whereas that could be accepted with a 
pinch of salt, the presence of their submarines, especially nuclear submarines, docking in 
Hambantota in Sri Lanka cannot be justified at all. They have also made strategic 
arrangements with various countries for developing their ports and thus formed a “String 
of Pearls” around our country. Chinese maritime and land Silk Road proposals pose more 
of a challenge than opportunity.  
 
Freedom of Global Commons. Global commons like sea lanes and airways have to 
remain open. There cannot be two opinions on that. Linked with this is also the problem 
of “Cyber and Space” being misused. This challenge can only be met by all countries 
cooperating with each other.   
 
The Asia–Pacific security order of the past three decades, underwritten to a large extent 
by the U.S., is thus coming under increasing stress from the rise of China due to its 
growing economic, military, and maritime power and unmatched capabilities in the areas 
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of cyber and space. This has reinforced the need for rearranging the Asian economic and 
security architecture. It is not meant to confront China but to prevent China from exerting 
unfair pressures and unilateral actions detrimental to others’ security interests. The 
“Strategic Partnerships” discussed below are with this aim in view. 
 
Indo–Japan Strategic Partnership   
 
Japan has steadily come to occupy an extremely significant place in India’s foreign policy 
and economic calculus and is one of the main pillars of India’s Look East policy. Japan 
was the first bilateral visit by Prime Minister Narendra Modi outside India.   
 
In their joint statement in September 2014, Prime Ministers Modi and Shinzo Abe 
pledged to “realize the full potential of India–Japan Special Strategic and Global 
Partnership for continuing progress and prosperity for their people and for advancing 
peace, stability and prosperity in Asia and the World.”  Defense cooperation between 
India and Japan has been given special impetus through trilateral Japan–India–U.S. 
Malabar exercises and the Okinawa exercises between India, Japan, and the U.S. with 
Singapore and Australia joining in.  
 
In particular the recent development in Japan’s policy on the transfer of defense 
equipment and technology fits in well with India’s “Make in India” policy announced by 
Prime Minister Modi. The areas being explored are Cyber and Maritime domains, and 
talks are at an advanced stage amongst joint working groups on development of 
Amphibious aircraft and technology. Japan and India have already started a 2+2 dialogue 
(at the foreign and the defense secretaries level). The annual maritime exercise called 
“JIMEX” is already in progress. The two sides have signed a Memorandum of 
Cooperation and exchange in the field of defense; cooperation in advance technology, 
science, and technology; and people-to-people and educational exchanges. Great 
importance is also given to dialogue between the two national security advisers in 2014 
and this is likely to become an annual feature. 
 
Indo–Australia Strategic Relationship 
 
Relations between India and Australia have improved dramatically over the past decades 
and the two meetings between Prime Minister Modi and Australian Prime Minister Tony 
Abbott have shown spectacular results. Both India and Japan have taken steps to deepen 
maritime ties and it is encouraging to observe that Australia is extending its maritime 
outreach by drawing closer to Tokyo and developing a more pragmatic political equation 
with Jakarta. This dovetails nicely with India’s own strategic calculus of maintaining 
close links with Japan, Indonesia, and the Philippines as a critical component in 
maintaining a favorable strategic balance in the Asia–Pacific region. 
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Safety of sea-born trade was on the agenda of Prime Minister Abbott’s visit to New Delhi 
in September 2014 and both sides endorsed the need for “a peaceful, prosperous and 
stable Asia–Pacific region underpinned by cooperative mechanisms.” 
 
After the two navies engaged operationally during the Malabar exercise in 2007, the 
decision to hold a bilateral maritime exercise in 2015 has been a most encouraging 
development. This is over and above the Okinawa series of exercises. The statement of 
intent has to be converted into operational cooperation in all areas of maritime security. 
 
Indo–Vietnam Strategic Relationship 
 
Both India and Vietnam upgraded their friendship to a strategic partnership in July 2007.  
In last year alone, the India Foreign Minister and the President visited Vietnam and this 
was reciprocated by the visit of Prime Minister Nguyen Tan Dung of Vietnam. There are 
regular visits and dialogues at the service  hiefs and defense minister  level between the 
two countries. There is a regular exchange of visits by ships and aircrafts between the two 
countries, as well as cooperation in defense science and technological research and 
training. Besides the bilateral trade of $8 billion, Indian oil and gas companies are 
involved in Vietnam’s exclusive economic zone. 
 
Indo–U.S. Strategic Relationship 
 
The crux of relations between India and the U.S. depends on what the U.S. intends it to 
be. Prime Minister Modi’s highly successful visit to the U.S., which has now been 
followed up by President Obama, has sealed the answer to the earlier question as these 
visits have reinvigorated U.S.–India ties. There is now a requirement to put into practice 
the “Asia Pivot” strategy to strengthen the security architecture of the Asia–Pacific 
region.   
 
Defense has emerged as one of the most successful and promising pillars of India–U.S. 
relations. Cumulative defense sales have grown to $10 billion and with this the U.S. has 
become the biggest defense supplier to India. However, it should be noted that all systems 
supplied to India are of the defensive nature. Recent trends indicate that security 
cooperation between the two countries carries with it enormous potential for future 
growth. The former U.S. Secretary of Defense Chuck Hagel declared at the Shangri-la 
Dialogue that he intended to play “an active and very personal role in the relationship.” 
He appointed Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition, Technology and Logistics 
Frank Kendall as the lead for the Defense Trade and Technology Initiative (DTTI) in late 
May 2014 and since then the U.S. has offered certain defense technologies to India. 
 
While the overall defense relationship has blossomed, it is still overly dependent on high-
level political decisions in both capitals and a large one-off defense purchase by India. 
India on the other hand has adopted a policy of “Make in India,” which is different from 
“Made in India.” The entire underlying idea is to take advantage of cheap Indian labor 
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and American high-end technology for joint research, development, and production of 
defense equipment with no restrictionary clauses. The equipment requirement of India is 
for over $150 billion to $200 billion over the next 10–15 years. India is committed to 
simplifying the procedures to enable easy business with India. The system of offsets is 
also being simplified as the entire idea is to do business together. The private sector will 
have as big a role as the public sector in all forms of equipment development, upgrades, 
and servicing. Now it depends on the U.S. to deliver to achieve common strategic 
interests for the future. What I have explained is no different from what former Secretary 
of Defense Hagel said in August 2014, that both countries should move away from a 
traditional buyer–seller relationship to “Co-production, Co-development and freer 
exchange of Technology.” Such an understanding closely aligns with our aspirations to 
“Make in India” and will also make the DTTI more meaningful.  
 
It is hoped that some significant announcement can be made under the DTTI during the 
Obama visit and the U.S. hopes to get at least two projects across the finish line before 
the visit. The Pentagon has apparently given license approval for the co-production of 
two projects and even set aside $20 million for the strategic cooperative science and 
technology projects.   
 
Besides the above, there is a requirement for close cooperation to safeguard against 
cyberspace attacks and also ensuring free oceans. The growing terrorism and radicalism, 
more generally, should also be checked before it engulfs the entire region in instability.  
 
Conclusion 
 
The security structure of the Asia–Pacific region has evolved very soundly with India and 
Japan, the two end pillars having developed a very deep relationship. It is backed by good 
relationships with Australia and Vietnam, as well. The U.S. obviously provides the entire 
system the vertebral support. The underlying idea of these strategic partnerships is to 
support each other meaningfully.  
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